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mittee. If a body like the Bombay Municipality are found
wanting in intelligence, tact, and resources in dealing with
Public Health questions, what can be expected of small up-
country towns, entrusted with local self-government, in the
presence of epidemic disease ?
The Municipal Commissioner is a highly paid officer ap-

pointed by Government, his principal qualification for the
ost being that he is a member of the Civil Service. The
ealth Officer, on the other hand, is appointed by the Cor-

poration, subject to the confirmation of Government, and is
under, the immediate orders of the Municipal Commnissioner.
He is elected for three years, and can be removed by a vote of
not less than two-thirds of the members present at a special
general meeting of the Corporation. This arrangement is a
mistake. The Health Officer, a specially qualified sanitary
-expert, should be appointed and serve directly under Govern-
ment and not under the Municipal Commissioner, who may
be merely a young civilian without special knowledge or ex-
perience. He should also be independent of the Corporation
and not at the mercy of the votes of the members, many of
whom are influential owners of house property which comes
under the direct surveillaDce of the Health Officer in his
official capacity. The public inquiry that must follow this
disastrous outbreak of preventable disease will elicit informa-
tion as to the steps which the two last Municipal Commis-
sioners have taken to improve the sanitary condition of
Bombay, and the results of their exertions in this respect as
compared with what was accomplished before the establish-
ment of local self-government by the energy and arduous
labours of two such men as Crawford and Hewlett, who did
more for Bombay than all the officials of the Presidency
during this century.

THE PLAGUE IN THE EAST.
JEDDAH.

'THE information from Constantinople that the plague is
rapidly spreading at Jeddah is of most serious import, and
requires the anxious consideration of the Continental and
Egyptian Governments. Jeddah is 2,ooo miles nearer to
Europe than Bombay. There is, moreover, tenfold more
danger to Europe in plague prevailing at Jeddah or Mecca,
than in any part of India, for Mecca is the meeting place of
the Mohammedans from every part of the world, and in the
pilgrim season forms a centre in which epidemic disease
acquires a new vigour, and from which, on the dispersion of
the pilgrims, there is the greatest danger of the disease being
spread in every direction, even under the most stringent
regulations. It is therefore extremely disquieting to learn
by a Timnes telegram from Constantinople that the Sultan of
Turkey has countermanded tlle instructions for the isolation
of Jeddah.
The proposal that pilgrims should only be landed at Ras-el-

Asward or Lith shows a want of appreciation of the gravity of
the situation. It is well known that these places were not
altogether free last year, and it is a moot point whether the
pilgrims from Lith infected Jeddah, or the pilgrims from
Jeddah, Lith. The two places are so short a distance from
,one another that the disease which prevails at the one place
is certain to appear at the other. We have never been able
to take the sanguine view that it is an impossibility for
Europe to be ever attacked again by plague. And with san
epidemic which has shown a decided tendency to advance
westwards, it seems extremely unwise to permit without
hindrance those conditions of overcrowding and movement of
large numbers which are the best known factors for the
spread of the disease. The prohibition of pilgrims to Mecca
from Europe and Egypt is of far greater international interest
than the prevalence of plague at Bombay, which formed the
subject of an international conference.

INDIA.
Bombay.-The mortality from plague is rapidly declining.

The report for the week ending March 31st shows 978 deaths
from plague, a decrease by several hundreds from the week
before, and the lowest since the last week in January. Dr.
Galeotti, of the University of Florence, has arrived in
Bombay at the present time with the curative serum plague,

produced by Professor Lustig and himself. Patients at the
Arthur Road Hospital have been placed at his disposal, and
some of the few cases which have undergone the treatment
have recovered. A summary of the mortality from plague
from the commencement of the recrudescence to the present
time is hele appended:

1897-1898.

Plague Total Mortality) Averake FiveWeek Ending Motlty l iCue.Years' TotalMor-
.~~~~~Mraiy AUCuss tality.

December I4th ... ... 95 785 575
December 21St ... ... 158 835 629
December 28th ... ... 200 975 652
January 4th ... - 302 z,o6i 724
January zIth ... ... 450 2,307 712
January i8th ... ... 651 2,540 754
January 25th ... ... 834 1,726 748
February ist ... ... 927 1,87I 743
February 8tb ... ... I,1I3 2,o67 836
February i5th ... ... 1,257 2,195 775
February 22nd ... I,082 I2,974 758
March ist ... ... ... 1,097 2,o80 726
March 8th ... ... ... 83 2,184 688

Total .. ... 99449 20,600 9,320

Throughout the epidemic the sect of "Jains" has suffered
more severely than any other. The excessive liability of the
Jains to plague remains an enigma. Possessed of great
wealth, endowed with keen business capacity, and with no
starving or even indigent poor in their community, their
power of resistance is less than that of the :poorest Hindus
and the lowest outcasts. It must be remembered, however,
that the Jains are essentially a town-dwelling race, and are
not bred to hardships nor to the more robust occupations of
the labourer. Their general physique is therefore of a lower
standard.
Jullundur Dzstrict.-The news from this region of the

Punjab is not reassuring. The plague seems to be increas-
ing in an ever-widening circle, entailing an immense amount
of work on the art of the sanitary authorities owing to the
scattered nature of the infected dwellings. As many as
twenty-six villages are at present infected, and the number
increases almost daily.
Rarachi.-A Dalziel telegram states that plague has reap-

peared at Karachi, at the mouth of the Indus. The date of
the outbreak is given as April 2nd, but the disease must have
been present some days before, as on the day mentioned the
natives were already leaving the town in numbers, and
urgent steps had been taken to deal with the threatened
recrudescence.
Poona.-The mortality from plague ceased during the past

week. We would warn the Poona Municipality to keep a
strict watch on their city, however; it is by no means certain
that the last outbreak was a true recrudescence of the dis-
ease; many regard it but as a relapse of the original out-
break, which was merely scotched for the time being by the
energetic measures which were taken at first, and relaxed all
too soon in deference to native prejudice.
Bengal.-The care with which Bengal is being guarded

against plague may be learned from the following circum-
stance: A Sikh from the infected district of Jullundur in the
Punjab was stopped on the frontier of Bengal at the Chausa
plague camp. three days after admission, or six days in all
since he left his home, he was attacked and died of an illness
which was proved to be plague. The Sikh the moment he
was taken ill was removed from the camp, and placed in a
hospital. All persons with whom he had come in contact
were isolated and carefully watched. Such is the r4gime
carried out in Bengal at the present time, and it testifies to
the care and vigilance which prevail at the outposts of the
Presidency.

HONG KONG.
The lay press in Hong Kong report a few cases of plague in

the colony. We have no official confirmation of the news.
Small-pox is very prevalent in Hong Kong at present.
Swatow.-Plague is said to be raging at Chan-choo-foo, a

few miles up the river from Swatow, in the Quang-tong pro-
vince, China.


